
JREC comprises nine districts, each 
represented on the board by a director.  
Each year, three director seats are elect-

ed for a three-year term. This year’s elec-
tion will be for Districts 3, 4, and 9. Active 
members who reside in these three districts 

have the opportunity to serve on the JREC’s board of direc-
tors; however, you first need to become a director candidate. 
Elections will take place at the 82nd Annual Meeting, which 
will be held on April 25, 2020, at the Ladysmith High School.  

Three steps to becoming a candidate:
1. Have 15 or more members from the district you reside 

in sign your Petition for Director Nomination paper. A 
petition will be mailed to each member within districts 3, 
4, and 9 in early January.  

2. Return the member-signed Petition for Director Nomina-
tion paper to one of our two cooperative offices by end of 
day on February 25. Cooperative personnel will validate 
signatures and districts. A photo will be taken of the candi-
date at this time. 

3. Candidates are subject to a background check. Candidates 
who have met all requirements will be listed on the direc-
tor election ballot.

What is the role of a director?
 The board of directors provides strategic direction and 
guidance to management to ensure the cooperative continues 
to serve the interest of our membership. This is not an option 
that customers of other forms of business have. Please see 
jrec.com/board-director-contact-information to review the 
duties and responsibilities of a director.
 Directors are asked to not only participate in monthly 
board meetings, but to also attend other national, state, and lo-
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cal meetings throughout the year. The electric utility industry 
is rapidly changing, and it is a director’s duty to understand 
current issues and how they impact the cooperative.

Are you qualified to be a director?  
 To find out, go to jrec.com/bylaws-policies for a copy of 
the Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws. Qualification infor-
mation can be found under Article IV, Section 3 (pages 17 and 
18) of the cooperative bylaws.  
 If you have any questions on the petition process or what 
is expected of a director, please contact our office at 715-532-
5524. More information on the upcoming annual meeting will 
be included in the next issue of this magazine.

Getting ready for the Annual Meeting
 We are starting to prepare for the 82nd Annual Meeting, 
which means there are a few deadlines members need to be 
aware of. The first is January 23, the deadline for members to let 
us know they are interested in serving on the Rules & Resolu-
tion Committee. The second is the petition deadline of February 
25, as outlined above. This is also the same deadline to submit 
resolutions that are to be considered at the annual meeting.

Ladysmith/Hannibal Area

Hayward Area

COMMUNITY CENTS BEGINS
The Community Cents program begins in January. Members 
who have already enrolled into this program will find that the 
bill mailed in February (for January usage) will be rounded up 
to the nearest dollar. 
 The average yearly cost for participation into this program is 
about $6. This may not seem like a large amount, but the more 
members enrolled means the more it adds up to make a signif-
icant amount. Funds that are collected through this program 
may be applied for by members and nonprofit organizations in 
the JREC service territory. 
 It is not too late to enroll in Community Cents. For more 
information or to enroll into this program visit jrec.com/com-
munity-cents. An opt-in form has also been provided at right.

Yes! I want to sign up to have my monthly bill rounded to the nearest 
dollar. I know that this money will be donated to a worthy cause, chosen 
by the Community Cents, Inc. Board of Directors. I understand that by 
signing and returning this form, my bill will be rounded up to the nearest 
dollar and that unless I call in to have that changed, this will happen until I 
no longer receive power from Jump River Electric Cooperative.

Account #

Name

Address

Phone # Email

Signature

Date 
Return to JREC, P.O. Box 99, Ladysmith, WI 54848

You have the power to make a difference:

BECOME A DIRECTOR CANDIDATE
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It seems like energy technologies are constantly 
changing—getting smarter, faster, and more efficient. 
If you’re looking to stay current, check out these ener-
gy trends for 2020 and beyond.

Buildings Get Connected   Building automation has 
been around for years, but the Internet of Things is really 
shaking things up. Called the Building Internet of Things 
(BIoT), these smart systems link sensors and devices to 
exchange information and optimize controls automati-
cally. All building components and systems are connect-
ed to the Internet.
 The benefits of BIoT include increased operational 
efficiency, lower energy costs, and improved comfort. 
Memoori Research projects that the global BIoT market 
will grow from $35 billion in 2018 to $84 billion by 2022.

EV Fleets Hit the Road   Sales of electric vehicles (EVs) 
have been growing in recent years. Fleet owners around 
the country are also starting to convert to EVs, including 
big names such as UPS and FedEx. In 2019, New York 
City announced that it had replaced 2,200 conventional 
fleet vehicles with plug-in electric models. Online retail-
er Amazon recently ordered 100,000 all-electric delivery 
vans from American startup Rivian. The first of those are 
expected to be on the road by 2021, and the entire fleet 
by 2030.
 Fleets making the switch to EVs have cited benefits 
in lower operating and maintenance costs, as well as 
reduced emissions.

Lighting Takes a Human Approach   People have a 
24-hour internal clock or circadian rhythm that follows 
the Earth’s natural lighting cycle. Human-centric light-
ing, using color tunable LEDs and advanced controls, 
mimics the level of sunlight throughout the day. This 
approach to lighting can save energy in some cases, and 
research has shown that it can improve alertness and 
visual acuity, resulting in increased worker productivity 
and a better customer experience.
 The market for human-centric lighting products is still 
developing, but it’s expected to grow rapidly. The global 
market for human-centric lighting technology is pro-
jected to grow from $810 million in 2019 to $3.7 billion 
by 2024, according to a study published by Marketsand-
Markets.
 Now you’re up to date but keep your eyes open. The 
energy industry is changing quickly. If you look away, 
you could get left behind.—Source: Questline      

ENERGY TRENDS TO LOOK FOR IN 2020

Electric space heaters can help warm a room quickly. 
However, they can be as dangerous as convenient if used 

improperly. Safe Electricity urges everyone in the home to 
understand the importance of using space heaters safely:

• Purchase only space heaters that have been safety tested 
and UL approved. Make sure the unit has an emergency 
tip-over shut-off feature and heating element guards. Read 
and follow the manufacturer’s instructions.

• Before using a space heater, make sure your smoke 
and carbon monoxide detectors are in good working 
condition, with working batteries.

• Place the heater out of high-traffic areas and on a level, 
hard, non-flammable floor surface—NOT on carpets, 
furniture, or countertops.

• Space heaters have one purpose—to provide supplemental 
heating. Never use them to thaw pipes, cook food, or dry 
clothing or towels.

• Remember to keep space heaters at least three feet from 
combustible liquids, like fuel, spray cans, and paint, and 
flammable items such as draperies, blankets, and sofas.

• Never allow pets or children near an electric heater. 
• Do not overload circuits. Never use extension cords or 

multiple plugs with a space heater, and don’t plug the unit 
into the same circuit as other electric appliances.

• If your space heater is plugged into a ground fault circuit 
interrupter (GFCI) and it trips, don’t assume there is 
something wrong with the GFCI. Immediately stop using 
the heater until a professional can check it out.

• Never leave a space heater unattended. Turn it off and 
unplug it before leaving the room or going to bed.

• Replace older space heaters with newer, safer models.
 Electric blankets can also keep you warm on cold winter 
nights, but they can also be dangerous if not used properly. 
Before plugging in electric blankets, check for damage and 
inspect cord for frays, cracks, or cuts. Do not tuck electric blan-
kets under the mattress, and place nothing on top of the blanket 
while it’s in use, including comforters and bedspreads. Don’t 
allow pets to sleep on an electric blanket.—Source: energy.gov

SAFE USE OF
SPACE HEATERS

ENERGY TRENDS
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As they say, “It is better to give than receive,” and I’m sure 
many of us experienced just that during the holiday season, 
which tends to provide many opportunities to give back and 
pay forward. 
 At JREC, we pay it forward all year long. One of the seven 
principles your cooperative was founded on is Concern for 
Community. We show our concern as a cooperative by looking 
for ways to help our community through monetary donations to 
charitable organizations, free electrical safety demonstrations, 
the adopt-a-highway clean-up program, youth and adult schol-
arships, and by helping with other youth programs and events.
    Recently, the employees of JREC were given an opportunity 
to pay it forward as part of their Wellness Program. October is 
National Breast Cancer Awareness Month, and many activities 
were held throughout the month to help educate the employees 
and their families on this 
matter. One of the activ-
ities held to raise money 
for the Women of Courage 
organization was a pink 
pumpkin contest. Lineman 
Kurt Harris and his family 
won; pictured at right are 
his two children proudly 
holding their entry. The 
employees were excited to 
be able to present a donation of $350 to this charity that helps 
men, women, and children during their cancer journey.
 How can we continue this “act of giving” or “paying it for-
ward” throughout the year? Volunteering is a great way to do 
that, and what a difference we can make in this world when we 
invest ourselves into the community we live in. I believe it is 
safe to say that there are volunteer opportunities for everyone, 
no matter what your niche is. Check in with a neighbor, co-
worker, school, faith organization, community youth program, 

or any one of the many local non-profit organizations and I’m 
sure you will find a way to make a difference in others’ lives.
 Talking to co-workers and other community members, I 
came up with a short list of organizations that would appreci-
ate a helping hand.  

• Wildlife Restoration Association (all money raised stays in 
Rusk County)

• Ladysmith Greater Chamber of Commerce events, such as 
Leaf It to Rusk or the Arts & Crafts Fair

• Musky Festival and Fall Festival—see the Hayward 
Chamber of Commerce for more opportunities as well

• County 4-H clubs and other youth clubs 
• Meals on Wheels
• Partners of Marshfield Medical Center Ladysmith or 

Hayward Hospital Auxiliary
• Lions Clubs (The Rusk County club provides free eye 

exams in schools, picks up garbage, provides scholarships, 
helps support food pantries, etc.)

• Jaycees (Mardi gras and other events)
• Summer fairs or junior fairs, held throughout Wisconsin
• Hawkins Area Wheeler Klub (HAWK)
• Power House (after-school program in Ladysmith)
• Miller Dam Lake Association
• Blue Hills Trails Association Inc.
• Salvation Army—ringing the bells and other activities 
• Wild Rivers Habitat for Humanity 
• Fishing Has No Boundaries

 There isn’t enough room to list all the organizations or 
civic groups within this article, so just ask around. Find out 
what your niche is and lend a hand. If you make New Year’s 
resolutions, why not add “Get Involved and Pay-It-Forward” 
to that list. Hopefully, this resolution will last all year if not a 
lifetime.—Denise Zimmer

RESOLVE TO PAY IT FORWARD THIS YEAR

JREC employees 
raised money for 
National Breast 
Cancer Aware-
ness Month by 
hosting a pink 
pumpkin contest 
and made a do-
nation to Wom-
en of Courage.

JREC shows Concern for Community through charitable donations, volunteering



Eggnog
Step 1 – Beat together ½ c sugar, 3 egg yolks, and ¼ tsp salt.

Step 2 – Scald 4 c. whole milk and then slowly stir in the above 
mixture, whisking constantly until all the egg mixture is added.

Step 3 – Cook in double boiler (or thick saucepan) until mixture 
coats spoon.  Stir constantly and cool when done.

Step 4 – Add a dash of salt to the egg whites and beat until stiff. 
Once stiff add ¼ c sugar and mix.

Step 5 – Combine egg white mixture, cooled custard, and ½ tsp 
vanilla.

Chill for 4 hours. Serve in your favorite champagne or wine glass.  
Sprinkle with nutmeg or cinnamon and garnish with a cinnamon 
stick if you would like. Cheers and Happy New Year!
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Denise Zimmer, Editor

Over 18 years ago, Denise Zim-
mer began working at Jump River 
Electric and today works for you 
as a consumer service representa-
tive. Most weekends for Denise are 
spent with her family. When asked 
what her hobbies are, she replied, 
“I happily gave up hobbies when I 
became a mom in 1991 and now that 
I am an empty-nester, I plan to start 
crocheting again, maybe finish one 

of the many books that have been started over the years, and 
hopefully have more time to make wood signs and crafts with 
my husband.” She is also a self-proclaimed DIY TV junky.  
 Besides enjoying her family time, she loves teaching Sun-
day School and working with kids in general. She feels that 
God gave her a great sense of humor, so pardon the following 
joke she most recently told during the holidays and wanted to 
share with you.  

Q: Why did the turkey cross the road twice?
A: To prove he wasn’t chicken.

 Denise is sharing an old family recipe that has lots of great 
memories attached to it. Many New Year’s Eve days, during 
her childhood, were spent making eggnog with her mom and 
then enjoying a glass of it at midnight with her family.  
 “Once you try this recipe, you won’t be able to go back to 
store bought eggnog,” declares Denise.

EMPLOYEE RECIPE CORNER

The board of directors and 
employees of Jump River 
Electric Cooperative wish 
you all a 

13 TURKEYS – 13 WINNERS
Of the hundreds of turkey drawing entries received, the fol-
lowing 13 names were drawn. Each of these lucky winners 
received a turkey, just in time for Thanksgiving.
 Winners were drawn as follows: Terry Nelson, Ladysmith; 
Barb Chiszar, Hayward; Steve Pfalzgraf, Ladysmith; Joe 
and Sarah Yoder, Sheldon; 
Willis and Elanor Gors-
enger (below left), Bruce; 
Roxanne Isham, Hayward; 
Phillip Galetka, Glen Flora; 
Dianne Wilke, Hayward; 
Chad Johnson, Sheldon; Pa-
tricia Lubahn (below right), 
Gilman; Edward Bressette, 
Hayward (right); Nancy 
Cooper, Hayward; and Rob 
Winchel, Holcombe.

SAFE AND 
HAPPY 

NEW YEAR!


